
-jHNÍÍE OF THE THERMOMETER.
The thermometer r;«npod as follows at

Th«» Times office yesterday: ? A. M.. r>i;
12 M.. «!: 3 V. M.. 70; ·'. G. M.. 65; Í» P. M..
to; 3. midnight 10. Average, 66 1-6.
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WEATHER FORECAST.
Forecast for Sunday and Monday:
Virginia.Generally fair Sunday; winds

generally southw««*-i«trIy. fresh to briste on
ihe coast .Monday fair.
North and Sont h Carolina.Fair Sure·

day; westerly winds becoming soutl-j^Iy,
fresh ??» the coast. Monday fair.

PRICE THREE CENTS.

HE SHUT HiS MAN
IN MAIN STREET

ExcitingTimes About the
First Police Station.

A CROWD COLLECTS.

Tiie Poüce Had to Use Firmness and
Tact to Keep Order,

ONE NEGRO WILL PROBABLY DIE.

Another, Who Was Cut by the Wound¬

ed Men, Is Seriously Hurt.

The M a n W h o Did

the Shooting
Made His

Escape.

Ed L.irii··!- sh·«* and
«lei James Leath
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¦r.--, near Eigh-
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? few minul
Sol Williamson
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t No. 240S

W.

.1 ti

.11 ???
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méthiii·; very
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Williamson became

ness and tru-i on the
quiet them,

HOW IT

Leathers and Sol
Involved in a light about a woman at No.
r'-'l East Main. Leathers, according to

Williamson threw a lighted lamp at him

and then cut him across the face,
through the right eye.

Leathers ran out into the street, and

-tlT-i-o he and Lanier besan a row. Of

e..arse a crowd gathered.
It seems that Lanier was struck by

somebody in the crowd with Leathers.

He ran up the street t«> Eighteenth. The

chowd witii Leathers followed at a good
distance. Lanier got a pistol somewhere
about Eighteenth and Main, it was im-

I o-í-ib!«· to discover from whence it

came He went back along Main a .short

distance and met Leathers and these with

him.
The quarrel was renewed, of course, and

a ..·- crowd collected at oner. Few words

Itesscd when Lanier drew his pistol and

oe"an to iis«· it. He was only a few feet

from 1 eathers. Three, shots were fire.l.

One b'i'" sir;;;''-. Leathers in the right
hand, one in the right hip, one in the

"".dropped his Pistol at.the third

«hoi and ran. Leathers seized it and

lthough badlv shot, lired twice rat his

¿Sí running down Eighteenth
-strreet in the direction of the mei.

'

IT CAUSED A PANIC.
\ panic seized the crowd wncn the

? .. Miid thev scattered in

fiinmns began, ana en«-. mvhin-
every direction; large nuniber.s ins

into stores, barber shops,
¡,, escape the flying lead.

But John Durkin.

and barrooms,

a ?? ¿ seize the t *ol and

,!l¡'.·.^' her shooting, ami the endan-

i: go many lives. Ho got possession
?, G- pistol, when another young man.

i';,..1 VilsVn. became involved in trouble

whh Wm. thinking be was taking a hand

".?? See, ini-lu-hng Sergeant Jeter

Officers Vest, Goodman, Robinson and

.-a,-,-.ll. were on the scene by this time.

< itT.ccr Robinson secured Leathers. Olsen

and Durkin were also taken to tho First

Station.
Tho officers did their best t«i follow the

fleeing negro who did the shooting. But

the crowd took a delight in throwing
them off ihe scent, "just for fun." They
had to give up efforts after a brief time.

CROWD AT THE STATION-HOUSE.
An immense crowd followed the officers

and prisoners to the station-house. The

people, white and black, collected about

ihe stairs leading up io the station in

such great numbers that the police had
t.. repeatedly disperse them. But very

few were allowed to ¡.-o upstairs. There

were probably not less than one thousand
persons in Eighteenth Street, as closely
jammed about the station-house entrance

as possible. Two negroes became in¬
volved in a liftht -while, the crowd was

densest. Officer: Robinson Availed out and
brought in one of the scrappers, and on

bis way back pulled in another negro who
interfered with the. officer.
About this timo the ambulane«*·, with

Armistead Gills, arrivili, it was
mbulanco t«> force ¡is way

l>r
lianl for th
lhr««iiRh tlthrough the crowd to Uie station-house
steps. Dr. Gills made his way upstairs
and examined Leathers, ile probed for
the ball in ih<- abdomen. The bullet en- i
lered in the groin, and apparently ranged
upward. There was little blood whichUle ble
luscd the. fear that till

bleeding. Ho was removed t..
Almshouse. Wounds caused by
in the thigh

I, which
internal
the city

ball
lothcr in ihe littk. I'"·-"· .*"·'" *'"'««i;:ei- m the little

fined· of the risht hand arc noi serious
Messrs. Durkhi and Olsen were dis¬

charged, ns they «ore entirely blameless
In ihe affair.

THE CROWD LINGERED.
Even after the wounded negro w-.s

taken ,o the hospital the erowiì
«bout the -station-house did
disperse. The pe0pio denied
ing for something. Pcrhap
was white. Everybody

not
wait-

nc-third
mied in more or».,.·, »««.«. ?·.«, cry nody seemed in mure or

less bad humor. Nobody could have told
why. Two negroes bad become involved
in a probably fata! affray. There was no
question of race clash
many whites, as well

I'here was no
rigin'aUy, but

.. as blacks, express¬
ed indignation that there should have
been the reckless shooting in broad day¬
light on a crowded thoroughfare;

A FRESH HOW.
Just about the time the crowd seemed

ready to leave, considerably past o'
o'clock, a car conductor became involved
in a row with an apparently drunken
negro at Eighteenth and Main, and
bounced him ofl* pie car. The negro re¬

fused to remain bounced and sprang upon
the platform as the ear was movingson
eastward. The conductor rang down th·.·
car and called back the njotorncer. The
two tackled th«· negro and quite f· » '!.·:>¦
ejected him at the middle nf the blbei.
The incident created no tittle ? xc' «·

menu The objurgations of the ej «·

negro drew a larger crowd t«> the se ne.
The whites among the bystanders v·· ¿
pronounced in their expressions of indig¬
nation at the negro's conduct. The
negroes were silent. Had they b^en other¬
wise there wouid have been trouble» sure

enough.
AVI LL1AMSON ARRESTT¥D.

After taking Leathers to the City Hos-

jiital D¡-. GUIs went back to Xo. C10S I*as:
«Main and treated Williamson. The sight
of the left eye is probably destroyed.
Williamson was lock«:d lip.

SOUTH AFRICAN WAR.

| British Officers Do Net Share Optimism of the
Press.

(V.y Ansucnu«] P.-osí.i
bO.VbO.N, March 2..The war in South

Africa has again leached a stage which
ih«· ïSritish newspapers critics ar«: pleased
to call the eve of the termination. The
rumors of the surrender of General
Botha and the collapse of all Boer resis¬
tane·:' flourish, to the great benefit of
South African stocks.
Those most responsible for carrying on

the war do not share this optimism.
The new concentration of troops at the
front is only one of the many steps lor
wheih cGneral Kitchener has so long been
preparing. That it will lead to the com¬
pietti disintégration of the more impor¬
tant Boer unitis ¡md possibly, t<> the per¬
sonal surrender ««f General's Botha and
Dewet, th..· British War Oilier «.-arnestly
hopes.
But it docs not sn so far»as to expect

it. General Kitchener is almost as re¬
ticent towards his chiefs in Fall Alali as
t<« tin- genera! public. The meeting of
General Kitchener and Sir Alfred Milner
at Pretoria, probably occurring Sunday,
is generally taken as likely to result in
the establishment of <¡ more permanent
form of civil government, ¡n which the
severities of martial law will be some¬
what tempered in several sections of tl·«·
country. But neither "in Jjondon nor in
South Africa are the Britiiih officials
shutting their eyes to the fact that they
have a long task ahead oí them, which
can only be lightened and by no means
solved through the victories over the
Boers units.
The glory which the British press some¬

time ¡«go showered <«n General Dewet
has departed from him. hi dispatches
and editorials lie is now belittled as .·«

disappointed raider, deserted by his own
men and venting his fruitless anger ¡«y
wjambocking his rclcctant handful of
follov.ers. <';iln!««i observers are in¬
clined t·« fear the elusive Boor leader is
merely under a temporary- cloud, from
which he may be expect".! at any mo¬
ment to emerge, accompanied by a force
which, though not formidable in num¬bers, will be particularly formidable in
«execution.
The false announcement of GeneralBotha's surrender, Thursday, will be a

matter for discussion in the House ofCommons, especially tho fact which :3e-
companied the asseveration, that it wasofficial.

STEEL MERGER.
Cfrcuiar Issued to Various Parties to the

Contract.
(B.r Associât.«d Press.)NEW TOB3C. Marcii 2..A circular ad¬

dressed by J. P. Morgan & Co.. to the
stockholders of the, companies that arc to
be merged into the United States Steel
Corporation, was issued to-day.
The capitalization of the corporation

will be .$1.3G.1.G???,«>?); of this amount $425,-000,000 is 7 per cent, cumulative preferred
stock: an equal amount of common stock,
and $304,000,000 of S per cent, bonds. Th«;
bonds arc to be used only in acquiring the
bonds and «0 per cent, of the stock of the
Carnegie Company. An underwriting
syndicate of $200,000,000 has been formed
to finance the plan. The right is reserved
to withdraw the terms of exchange to any
company unless two-thirds of its capital
stock is deposited or to withdraw their
offer in respect to all companies if deem¬
ed advisable.

SIGNED THE ARMY BILL-
President Attached His Signature to .Measure

Last Night.
(Bj- Associated Press.)

WASHIXG-TOX, -March 2..The 3'resi-
dent to-night signed the army appropria¬
tion bill, which contains the provisions
relating to the relations of the United
States with Cuba and the government of
the Philippines.

A Cane for Chandler.
(By Associated Press.)

WASHINGTON, March 2..As a token
of appreciation of his services to the race
Senator Chandler, of Xew Hampshire,
was to-day presented with a handsome,
cane by representatives of the leading
colored newspapers in the country. Sen¬
ators McComas and Prilchard also were
present and spoke.

IT WAS ALL A
GREAT BIG JOKE

Mosby's Men Who Expect to Receive
Fortunes May be Dis¬

appointed.
The published story tli.it Barin von

Massow, a distinguished general :n the
German army, who served with Mosby's
men during the Civil AVar, had in his
will bequeathed his fortune of $2,(300,000
t«> the survivors of that noble band of
warriors, who gave the Federals so much
trouble on the northern border of Vir¬
ginia, seems to have been all a joke.
Two of "Mosb£s men" in Xew· York,

as a gentleman who knows writes a ¡
friend here, were introduced t«j a news¬

paper man .and they told him the story
that has been so widely published. He
print«.·«! it the next day. it was sent to
other papers. "Mosby's men" very sud¬
denly became ijuiie numerous. One of
them residing in Richmond has received
im an average of four or live letters a

day from persons claiming to have fought
under Colonel Mosby. asking information
as to the alleged bequest
The German Consul-General in Xew

York states in a letter to a Richmond
gentleman that he knows nothing of any
bequest by Baron von Massow to "Mos¬
by's men."

PISTOLS PULLED.
Rock-Battle Which ¡Might Have Resulted

Seriously.
Pistols were brought into play yester¬

day afternoonr in what started out for a
fair and square rock-battle and came
near terminating seriously.
3"or several days in the afternoons rock-

battles have been waged between a gang
of white boys and a band of colored hoys
:ic-.i· the northern end of Kiev«.nth S.re-'t.
which terminâtes in a large damp. Tho
.vhite boys have successfully «le'ended th·.·
-eights against the. invasion of the
blacks, but yesterday aitsrnoon the bat¬
tle waged with such Jicreencîrs that lire
arms were pulled and several shots ex¬
changed.
This unusual change in implements of

warfare alarmed the neighbors, who soon
communicated with the Second Police-·
Station, and an officer dispatched to the
SCWÜ3 soon routed both forces.

INAUGURATION OF
THE PRESIDENT

Washington Ready for
the Great Event

STREETS THRONGED.

Thousands of Visitors Flocking to ths

Capital City.

GOLD MEDAL FOR IYTKINLEY.

One Commemorative oi the event Presented

to Him .The Yicc-President=Elcct
and Family Have Arrived.

Distinguished Guests
Arc Coming

to City.

(B? Associât«! Press.)
WASHINGTON. March -.'..The last day,

but one before that succili.«.·«.! when Mr.
William McKinley, ol Ohio', is to be inau-
enrated for tho second time President oí
the united States, Minis Washington in

complete readiness lor the reception of
the thousand·· of visitors who arc trav¬
eling to th«} nation's capital. The streets
of the city to-day presented a holiday ap¬
pearance and were thronged with strang¬
ers.
Lord Mint««, the Governor-General of

Canada, will attend the Inauguration ex¬

ercises Monday. Invitation has been ex¬

tended through Lord Pauncefote, the
British Ambassador, whose guest the dis¬
tinguished visitor will be: l>"i«l Minto
left Ottowa this afternoon. He probably
will attend the capítol ceyemoníes and the
Inaugural ball with Lord Pauncefole's
partv.

MEDAL FOR PRESIDENT.
General Ellis Speer, chairman of the

Inaugural Committee on Medals and
Badges, to-day call«··«! at the YVhlto.Ilousc
and presented to President McKinley a
commemorative medal of the present in¬
auguration. The medal is similar to that
struck for the members of the several
inaugural committees, being cast in gold,
however, instead of bronze. Gen. Speer
also presented the Chief Executive a
handsome bound copy of the inaugural
souvenir book, containing the pictures of
all the Presidents of the G nited State's
and an account of the inaugural exer¬
cises.
A gold medal and souvenir also will be

presented to Vice-President Roosevelt.
The third gold medal has been presentedto Chairman Edson, of the InauguralCommittee.
General Francis Vinton Greene, graniimarshal of the inaugural parade, wasthis morning presented a beautiful mar¬shal's baton of dark mahogany, studdedwith forty-live gold stars, representativeOf the States of the Union.
The President will not go to the Capi¬tol to attend the signing of the late billsuntil about 10:30 o'clock Mondar morn¬

ing, lie will have more than an hour forthis work before the inaugural ceremon¬
ies begin. The bills that accumulate be¬tween to-day and Monday will be signedearly Monday morning.

DIPLOMATIC BODY.
The President will have many of hisrelatives with him to-morrow and forseveral days next week. Miss Helen Mc¬Kinley and Mrs; Duncan, the President's

sister, arrived to-day. Mr. and Mrs. Ab¬
ile!· McKinley, Dr. and .Mrs. Ha er and
others are expected.
There were several conferences to-daybetween Lord I'aunceforo, «the British

amabassador, and Assistant SecretaryLi!!, respecting the seating of the diplo¬matic body in the Senate chamber during.Monday's ceremonies. Lord Pauncefote is
the dean of the corps. The Senate com¬
mutée had arranged lo seat the am¬
bassadors, seven in number, and the en¬
tire body of ministers, in the first rows
of Senatorial desks on the right of the
presiding officer. But the Chief Justice
and the Associate Justices of the Supreme
Court are given easy chairs temporarily
placed in the space before the President's
stami and thus would be directly in front
o:' the diplomatic body. The question of
precedence has been the subject of some
discussion, but it is hot yet settled. Mean¬
while no protesi has been lodged and it
is confidently expected that all «if the ar¬
rangements will be in smooth working
order Monday.

VICE-PRESIDENT.
Vice-President-elect «Roosevelt, accom¬

panied by his wife and children, reached
Washington «it 1:30 this afternoon on the
Congressional Limiteil train of the Penn¬
sylvania Railroad, which was more than
an hoar late owingto the crush of inau-
çural travel. Mrs. Gowlcs. his sister, arid
wife of Commander Cowies of thé navy,
met him. Creighton Webb, of New York,
and La Guásimas, happened to be on the
plat:'orín and assisted Mrs. Cowles in
finding lier brother in the confusion. The
children were kissed all round and then
the parly stepped out of a side exit from
the station, avoiding the dense throng of
people wailing behind the railing at ilio
far out! of thé plarßorm. Thè parly w¡i<-
dríven at one«· to Commander Cowle«"
residence, where ihe Vice-President-elect
will remain til! after the inauguration.
The railroads to-day reported heavier

traili«- than at the same date previous lj
the first McKinley inauguration. Trains
«r.to Washington began to arrive to-dav
in from two to five sections. Governor
Odell'. of Xew York, and Longino, of Mis¬
sissippi, were among to-day's arrivals.

MANY VIRGINIANS.
Tidewater Counties Send Large Dele¬

gations.
(.S|jp«;i:il Dispatch to The Times.)

WASHINGTON. D. C. March 2..The
down river counties of A'irginia have
sent and will increase the throngs of
viators to this city in the next two days,
and the managers of the steamboat lines
have arranged special trips to bring the
visitors here. Y'esterday steamer YVake-
lield had about 200 passengers, and the
steamer Harry Randall brought up about
the same number.
Large crowds are expected on the trips

of the two steamers to-morrow and al¬
ready accommodations are spoken for
on them that will crowd them.

OFF FOR WASHINGTON. .

The Seventieth Ragiment and the Howitzers
Lcit Last Night.

Five companies of the Seventieth
Regiment and the Howitzer battalion
left last night to talee part in the inaugu-

(Contlnued on Seventh Page.)

THE FIRST FINE
UNDER THE LAW

Republican Tally-Keeper
is Convicted.

MAXIMUM PENALTY.

He Took a Ticket From an Illiterate

Negro

AND FILED IT AS EVIDENCE.

John Warrentan's ¡Marriage Was Poslponed
Because He Was Indicted for the Mur¬

der oi William Westmoreland.A

Telegram from Senator Martin,
Saying the Appropriation

Would Go Through.

(Special DispaR-li to Tin.· Times.)
PETERSBURG, VA., March 2..W. P.

Arwood, the Republican talley-kccper at

Templetou's Precinct in Prince Corge
county, last November, was tried before
Justice O. D. Wempie at Dispütahta to¬
da·.- and convicted lor taking and carry¬
ing off-an unmarked ballot. A line of $W0
was imposed, being the màximum line pre¬

scribed, and this is believed to bi the lirst
conviction under the present election law
in this State.
Arwood in his depositions in the Wil-

sun-Lassiter contest, which were read be¬
fore the justice, said an illiterate negro
came to him with a ballot and asked him
if it was properly marked for the Repub¬
lican ticket, which he wished to vote. He
kept the ticket and tiled it with a notary
to bo used as evidence, the ticket marked
for the negro being found to be a straight
Democratic one.

The ease was earnestly contested.
Arwood was represented by Judge R.

W. Arnold and Judge J. F. West, of
Waverly, and T. A. Brown, of Dispu-
tanta, and the. Commonwealth by R. II.
Mann. Jr., of Petersburg.

THE DIVERSION SCHEME.
Captain Carter R. Bishop received a

telegram from Senator .Martin to-night
saying the House committee had agreed
to report the Appomattox appropriation
as incorporated in the rivers and harbors
bill passed by the Senate, and that the
Appomattox improvement bill would be
passed unless the entire bill for rivers
and harbors failed at this session of Con¬
gress.

A WKDDIXG POSTPONED.
John Warrenton did not celebrate his

wedding to-night. Warrenton was indict¬
ed Tuesday by the grand jury, charged
with being a principal to the murder of
William Westmoreland in October. last.
Warrenton 3vß "Miss Rivers, daughter of
Mr. Frederick Rivers, of this city, were
to be married to-night. Miss Rivers call-
ed at the jail Wednesday to see her
fiance, and the meeting scene was affect¬
ing. The young man: maintains his in¬
nocence and says he will have no trouble
in establishing it to the satisfaction of
every one. He is inclined to treat the
matter lightly, and appears to be con¬
cerned only by the fact that his marriage
had to bo put off.

PYTHIAN VISITORS.
The Third Hank team from Damon

Lodge of Richmond were guests of
Naomi Lodgi", Knights of Pythias, to¬
night. Degrees were conferred on several
candidates.
Mr. and Mrs. E. p. Goodwyn, Mr. and

Mrs. David Dunlop, Jr.. Miss Mary Beas-
Iey, Miss Roberta Gill and Messrs. James
Weddell and Water Batigh left to-night
for Washington.

TWO CHARTERS.
Judge Mullen granted two charters to¬

day, incorporating the Blue Ridge Cotton
Mills and the Petersburg Wood-Working
Company.
The incorpora tors of the Blue Ridge

Cotton Mills are August Wright, presl-dent: Rooert O. I.. Davis, vice-presidentand general manager: and E. G. Davis
secretary- and treasurer. These, with A.
C. Algood and A. Wright. Jr.. are the
directors. Capital stock is to be not less
than $15.000 nor more than $23,000.The incorporai ors of the Petersburg
Wood-Working Company are W. R. Jlc-
Kenney. president: L. B. Margrave, sec¬
retary and general manager; IO. K. Titus,
treasurer. W. B. Turner and the officers
Compose th«1 Hoard of Directors. Capital
stock is to be $10.000. Tin· company is
formed for working wood in all ¡ts va¬
rious forms and products.

R. A. Sanford ,Vc Bro.. of this ci tv, lost
two line oxen last night The theft was
promptly reported and at noon tó-day
Chief Ragiand received a telegram from
Richmond, saying William Sanford had
been arrested in that city and the oxen
recovered.
Sanford is a distant connection of the

firm.
The Council last night authorized the

approvili and acceptance of the contract
with the New York Jewel! Filtration
Company ami the city for milting in a
filter in Petersburg.
By an ordinance adopted the Atlantic

Coast Line will build a side track on
Madison Street.
Hustings Court adjourned to-day for the

term.

CONTRACT ACCEPTED,
Newport News Shipyards to Build a Protected

Cruiser.
(by Associated Press.)

WASHINGTON. .March *.'..The New¬
port News Ship-building Company has
finally accepted the contract for the con¬
struction of the second of the three pro-:
tected cruisers, the lirst having been let
to the Neatle and Leavie Company. The
Bath Company is yet to be heard from
as to the third cruiser.

London Council.
(By Associated Press.)

LONDON. March 2..The elections for
rrembers of the London County Council
to-day resulted as follows: Progressives,
82; Moderates, 27; Independents, 1, and un¬

counted. S, including the city's four mem¬
bers. The old council contained 71 Pro¬
gressives and 47 Moderates.

Fine Weather Predicted.
WASHINGTON, March 2.-8 P. M.

Special Bulletin: A low pressure area

covers the Mississippi valley and eastern
slope, with generally clear weather and
temperature abnormally high. This warm
condition of air will move eastward,

) causing warm, clear and fine weather in

^Washington, D. C, and over the Atlantic
I Coast States on Monday, the 4th of March.

LAY SPECIAL LEVY
FOR THE LIBRARY

Patteson Law Will Per¬
mit This to be Done.

CITIZENS ARE FOR IT.

The Proposition of Mr. Carnegie At¬
tracts IViuch Attention.

ACTION OF COLLEGE FACULTY.

They Adopt a Resolution Expressing Thanks
to Mr. Carnegie and Urging the

City Council to Accept
His Offer.The Views of

Citizens.Question
of Site.

Sentiment is overwhelmingly in favor

of accepting the proposition of Mr. An¬

drew Carnegie to give .$100,000 to the city
of Richmond for a public library. All

classes of citizens look upon it most fav¬
orably, and many of them want the City
«Council to take up the matter at once,

in«iuire into tho details, go over th«.; (leid
and devise ways and means by which
the $10,000 a year for maintenance, e<|uip-
rnent and buying books may be provided.
This seems to he the problem to be

solved by the City Council, and various
plans have been suggested, one to curtail
appropriations that are made annually
to charitable and other institutions, and
to sbavo appropriations to the depart¬
ments of the city.
Through the efforts of Hon. S. S. P.

Patteson, member of tho House of Dele¬
gates for Richmond, a bill was passed
at the last regular session of the Legis¬
lature and approved on Marcii ~>. 1300,
which provides for just such emergencies.
The. act provides that the Council of
eacli incorporated city and town aliali
have power to establish anil maintain a

public libniry and reading-room ff.tr tho
usti and benefit of the inhabitants of such
city or town, and may levy a tax not to
exceed one mill on the dollar annually on

all taxable property in the city or town,
such tax to be levied and collected in
like manner with other genera! taxes of
said city, and to be known as the Itbrary
fund.

MAYOR TO APPOINT A BOARD.
The bill also provides that in cases

where a city establishes a library under
the. provisions of the law. the Mavor,
with the approval of the Council, shall
appoint a board of nine directors, to be
chosen from the citizens at large, with
reference to their fitness, and not more

than one members of the Council shall
be at any time on the board, and he shall
be the chairman of the Finance Commit¬
tee of the Council, and the city superin¬
tendent of public, schools shall be a mem¬

ber of the board. They shall hold office,
one-third for one year, one-third for two

years, and one-third for three years from
the date of appointment, and annually
the Mayor shall appoint three directors
to take the place of those retiring, and
no director shall receive compensation as

such. The directors are to organize and
elect one of their number president, and
such other officers as they may deem
necessary, and to adopt by-laws, rules
and regulations for their own guidance
and for the government of the library.
They shall have exclusive control of the
expenditure of all money collected to the
credit of the library fund, and of the
construction of buildings, care and cus¬

tody of the ground, rooms, or buildings,
leased or set apart for that purpose. All

funds are to he turned over to the treas¬
urer of the city to the credit of the lib¬
rary fund, and shall be kept separate
and apart from other money of the city,
and drawn upon by the proper officer
of the city upon authenticated vouchers
of the library board.
The board sitali have power to apponit

the librarians and assistants and fix their
compensation, and shall have power to

remove them. All libraries established
under this act shall be forever free to the

| inhabitants, subject, of course, to proper
' rules and regulations. Detailed annual

reports are to be made by the board.

CITY CAN AFFORD TO ACCEPT.

Nothing for a long time has occasioned
so much comment among the people as

the gift proposed by Mr. Carnegie, and a

number of business men, including sev¬

eral large· tax-payers, said in conversa¬

tion with a Times representative that tho
city could well afford to accept the offer
and that the bulk of those who would
come under the additional assessment as

provided for in Mr. Patteson's bili, would
be glad to contribute that much toward
securing the necessary amount to meet

Mr. Carnegie's in his proposition.
Commonwealth's-Attorncy D. C. .Rich-

ardsoti said last night that he was most

emphatically in favor of taking Mr. Car¬
negie up, and lie thought little difficulty
would be experienced in raising the money
required by the city.
"The details of the matter require con-

cideration, of course," said Mr. Richard¬
son, "but when it appears that a large
portion of that ?1«>,00«> annually would go
out for salary and wages to the people
employed at the library, it doesn't seem

such a larg«· sum after all. \\"c should
certainly take in.) Mr. Carnegie's offer
if it is feasible, and it Sc-ems so to nie."
Hon. John B. Epps said he would cer¬

tainly vote in favor of the proposition
wore he a member of the City Council,
for the establishment of a public library
here could but be a lasting benefit to all
the citizens and a consummation devout¬
ly to be desired.
Many members of the City Council were

seen by a Times man in reference to the
proposed library, and without a single ex¬

ception they favored such a proposition
in the general sense. They preferred to

look further into the details, however, be
fore expressing themselves as to what ae

tion they would take on the proposition
when it came be'ore them in the Council.
VIEWS OF PRESIDING OFFICERS.
President Ebel, of the Common Council,

felt that he could support the general
proposition, for he believed the gocd
resulting would be felt in all future gen¬
erations, because the institution would
be a permanent one.
"The details of the proposition ore

rather meagre," he said, "and require
the most careful consideration. The
magnitude of the proposition is such that
no man can*say oft-hand what he would
do when it came to the point. But on
general principles I am in. lavor of it.
for it is for the good of the whole people."
President Tt*rp{n, of the Board of Alder¬

men, said he was certainly in favor of
a public library, but the question of an
appropriation by the city was one that
he had not yet had sufficient time to

consider, and he could express no opinion
on that until he had looked thoroughly
into the matter.
Mayor Taylor would say nothing in

reference to the matter at present,
because lie had not carefully considered
the proposition. He was in favor of a

public library, however.
NEW DEPARTAIENT.

The general discussion brought up the
pr·"position of the establishment of a new

department of the city government and it
was conceded that the Department of
Public "-Library would necessitate a sal¬
ary list of something like S5.0t>i). which
would come from the $10,000 it was sug¬
gested as an appropriation.

THE MATTER OF LOCATION.
There is a general interest as to the

location of the librari' building, and .con¬
versation with many citizens developed
the fact that some jealousy would crop
in, for people in various parts of the city
want the building, in their section.
The most frequently referred to loca¬

tion was Broad Street between Eighth
and Eleventh, convenient to the other
public buildings. The site of the old City
Hall was mentioned, as well as that on

the northeast corner of Broad and Elev¬
enth, and "at Eighth Street, opposite Mur¬
phy's Hotel.
Monroe Park and Capitol Square were,

also, mentioned, but neither would be

practicable, many think, the former lie-

cause of its up-town location, and the
latter because the property belongs to

the State. The fine lots at Fifth and
Main and Seventh and Grace Streets
were suggested, but with all the diversity,
the Broad Street location, near the City
Hall, was looked upon as the proper
place by the larger number of people.
«However, the Allan lot. at Fifth and

Main, is strongly urged as a central and
desirable location.

NOT A SURPRISE TO ALL.
White the letter from Mr. Carnegie

making bis munificent offer took the
Board of Aldermen by surpris·· it was

known by a tew that such a proposition
would comò. This accounted in a meas¬

ure for tin· great interest felt in -.be

proposed visit <«f Mr. Carnegie to Rich¬
mond at the time of the meeting of the
Mining Engineers. It is possible that

had he been able to come this matter
might have been made publie then.
The next regular meeting of the Fi¬

nance Committee of the Council will I«··

held on March ISth, ami the consideration
of the proposition ot" Mr. Carnegie will
then be taken up. It is possible, however,
that a called meeting may be had at an

earlier date, as there are circumstances
which make it advisable to bring this
matter to a conclusion at an early date.

It has been suggested that this matter

may come ir¡> in the meeting o£ the Com¬
mon Council to-morrow night, but there
is little likelihood of this, as the Aidet-
meu have referred the subject to the Fi'
nance Committee.
Mr. Carnegie has contributed $1,000 to

the Virginia. Mechanics' Institute, and
offered t«· give $io,ooo for the institute
building if $90,000 was raised here.

Endorsed by the College Faculty.
The faculty of Richmond Ciliege held

a meeting yesterday afternoon to consider
Air. Carnegie·s· offer, and adopted the
following resolutions, copies of which
were mailed to the presidents of both
branches of the Council:
Whereas, Mr. Andrew Carnegie has of¬

fered to give to the city of Richmond
$1'X>.U00 for the establishment of a free
public library, provided the City Council
will furnish a suitable site and agree to
appropriate $10.000 annually for the main¬
tenance of said library: therefore.
Resolved. That the Faculty of Richmond

College desires to express to Mr. Carne¬
gie its high appréciation of his liberality
and to thank Mr. Robert Whittet. Jr., oí
the Board of Aldermen, for his* generous
endeavor and success in securing so

splendid a gift tf> our city.
Resolved, further. That we respectfully

petition the City Council to take such ac¬

tion as will secure this gift to Richmond,
ince we firmly believe that this would be

a wise expenditure of money, for the fol¬

lowing reasons:
1. A great public library has long been

a felt want in our city.
2. It w« m Id be a. vast educative force,

strengthening at once all of our schools,
both public and private, by providing
them with such facilities and books as

are essential t«> their highest usefulness.

.J. It would greatly promote the literary
interests of our city by furnishing to au¬

thors and investigators a rich laboratory
of research.

.1. It would become a safe repository for

(Continued on Seventh Page.)

SEABOARD SHOPS
MAY COME HERE

A General Belief That They Wili be

Brought to Richmond From
Porti-mouth-

There is a quite general belief iu rail¬

road circles thai the Seaboard Air Line

shoos will be removed to Richmond from

Portsmouth, to follow the general othces.

U is thought not unlikely that the shops

will be located on the Baker tract, imme¬

diately below the city. There is now

pending a sun Cor th." enforcement «.t a

contract for the sale of this property. H

is thought that the Seaboard Air Line

is th«· prospective purchaser. Ihe sug-

»estion that the road wished to estabtish

a deep-water terminus there is not crccl-

1
It is remembered that long before there

was any talk of the offices ot th- road

being removed to Richmond, it was re¬

porte«! that the shops of the company

would be brought here. There seems real¬

ly but little, reason to doubt that after

the offices are brought to Richmond, the

shops will very probably follow. They
would be too much out of reach at Ports¬
mouth.

Beginning with to-day the Norfolk and
Western will operate a through ear 6e-
tweeen Richmond and Virginia Beach.
This car will be attached to the Ocean

Shore Limited, leaving here at :i:15 P. M.
and reaching the shore in time for din¬
ner.

A special Chesapeake and Olito train
carrying SCO Porto Rican soldiers from
Newport News to Washington to take
part in the Inaugural parade to-morrow,

passed through the city yesterday after¬
noon. The detachment was under com¬

mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Clem. The
battalion will return home by way oí
New York, the Rawlins. which brought
it to Newport News having gnn.i to New
York.

Mr. Alex. MeGIU, or this city, has been
appointed night clerk in the Chesapeake
and Ohio freight office at Clifton Forge.

Mr. M. M. McAllister, who has for three
yeai-3 been master boilermaker at the
Richmond Locomotive Works, left yester¬
day with his family to enter upon the
duties offals new position as head ot the
Lake Shore and Michigan Southern »hops
at Cleveland, Ohio. - --

Â
LETTER FOUND

From Gen· Geo. II Thomas
to Gov- John Letcher.

A DISPUTE SETTLED.
Has Been Lonfi Denied That Such

Letter Ever Exist .-dt

FOUND IN EXECUTIVE ARCHIVES.

The Letter from the Great Union
(ietterà! Declining the Post of

Chief of Ordnance of Vir¬

ginia Unless the State

Seceded from

the L'nion.

- Hon. Joseph T. Lawless. Secretary oí
the Commonwealth, has recently found

among the «executive papera ot tho ¡átate»

for the year ISO, a letter from Cenerai
George 31. Thomas, ot Southampton
county, the csIebrateU L:ii««u soldier, to

Governor John Letcher, in which tho

great soltller clearly intimated his in-
tentlon to resign from the army in case;

Virginia seceded.
Virginia seceded less than six weeka

after the tetter was written. But Gen¬
eral Thomas remained in thu Union
army and became one of th·^ mesi dis¬
tinguished officers of the war.

L13TT33K TO GOVERNOR 1.ETCHER.
It has long been denied that su.-h a»

letter was ever written. IL is written
from a New Y'ork hotel, under date oí
¡March \2. Jm;i. it is ¡is follows:
"ilon. John Letcher.

"Governor ot Virginia,
"My dear Governor,.I received yestcr«·

«lay ;i Ietti r from Major Gllham. <>f the
Virginia Military Institute, tinted tho
i'tli instant, in reference t«> the position)
of «'hie* of Ordnance of the State, i it,
which he informs me that you had re¬

quested him "to ask mo if I would re··
sign from tl«.·· service, ami if s«> whether
that post would be acceptable t«> rm·.'
As h·· reipi...ï-teil me to make my r«-ply to
you direct. I have the honor to state.
after expressing my most sincere thanks
for your very kind oflfer, that it is not
my wish to leave the service of the«
United States as l««;tg as it is honorable
for me to remain in it. and therefore a.s
long as my native rit:«:·· (Virginia) re,

mains in the Union, it is my purpose to
remain in the army, unless required tu«
perform duties alike repulsive to honoa
and Iti'trriiiity."

HIS MIND was madf; XT.
The inference is plain th.-it Major

Thomas would resign from tho army
when Virginia seceded. General Fitz-
higii Lee has frequently told h,>w h>
saw Major Tilomas in Xew York about*
two weeks before Virginia seceded. When
bidding him gbod-by General i.ee said:
"Well Major. ? suppose Í will see you

it: Virginia scon."
"Tes," r. plied Major Thomas*.
"He thinks you will." replied Mr«.

Thomas, a Northern lady.a most signi¬
ficant remark. Major Thomas never re-·
signed.
The letter found by Mr. Lawless, wh«-«

was searching for it as the result of a.
conversation with Major Norman V.
Randolph, will be a valuable find for his¬
torians and biographers of General
Thomas. Eis sisters still reside i«
Southampton county.

A SWINDLER IN THE VALLEY.
Rev. Thomas K. Cromer Accepts a Call to

Manchester.
(Spcelal Dispatch t.« The Time»-.)

V.-I.NVH'"ST···!·. VA.. .March ».? mart
representing himself to b.· an agent of
the Kutterick Company, of "Philadelphia.
has been swindling a. number of people
in this section: «luring the last week, and
has s<» far escaped arrest. I!·· gives his
name :«s Gibson at one place and «;.«·.- at
another.

f :«".-. ThomaS K. Cromer, ?·G St. Cíatra¬
vilie, l'a., to-day accepted a. call t«> th·-«
pastorate of Centenary Reformed Church.
of Winchester, and St. Paul's Church, oí
Stephensons.
Mrs. Jones, widow of lie·.*. J. C. .Ion·*·«,

died at her home in «'lark«· county lase
night at an advan«-e«.I a-;e, after a linger¬
ing illness oi pneumonia. She is survívetl
fcy four sons and a large number of rela¬
tives in. various sections of Virginia.

Mr. Wi'f';:*an*s Successor
(l\y ? ..-,.. i:.;..<I frrss.)

WA«SHEMGTON. .March 2..The Presi¬
dent to-day nominat'-il William ?. Itub-
iee. of Wisconsin, to 1««^ consul-general of
the United States at Hong K«.>ng. China«

Drowned in a Spring.
(Spouial Dispatch to The Tin)·-».-»

M.UíION. ?. C. March i.? two-year*
old child of W. W. McConnell. f-uperin·.
tendent' ??" the Western Furniture Com¬
pany, was drowned here to-day by faüins
into a spring.

SUMMARY OF TO-DAY'S NEWS.
Local.

.Interesting letter from Gen. Thomas;
not hitherto published.
.Great interest in th«*? proposition to

have a public library.
.One- negro shot and another cut in an

exciting -Main-Street row.
.The story about Baron Massow's for··

tune all a joke.
.Military leave to attend the inaugura-·

tion. ., .

.Three attempts at suicide here yes¬
terday. .,

.Frobahle fight over the chairmanship
of the City Committee.

State.
.Republican election officers convicted

in Prince George county.
.Consolidation of Newport News elec¬

tric lines.
_Big hocencliary fire at Houston.
..Many Virginians gone- to the inaugu-

"".Terrible accident on the Clinch Valley
Railroad.

Genera!.
.Washington streets crowded with vis¬

itors to see the InauRuration.
.Senate nasse«.; the last ot big appro-

priat'lou bil«"s. , ,.

..Mr. Bailey brought House proceedings
t«> a standstill by call f«>r a quorum.
_President signed army biii.

Foreign.
.liritish oificials do not share optimism

of press i:i Believing South African war

nearly over.
.German press disapprove of protest

being mad* against Russian action in re¬

gañí to Manchuria.
.Provincial government» have lurent

1 established throughout Urani.'a uiatr'ct.


